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We Believe in the One, Almighty God1
 

 

Introduction:  
We were created in God’s image.  Therefore, the more 

we understand about God the better we will understand 

ourselves.  While our understanding God will always be 

limited, he has none the less given us a sense of himself as 

shown even to the natural man.  As expressed through the 

apostle Paul in Romans: 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 

their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 
19

For what can 

be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. 
20

For his invisible attributes, namely, 

his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made. So they are without excuse.    
(Romans 1:18-20 ESV italics mine) 
 

One implication of this passage is that our ability to 

know God is suppressed by our unwillingness to know 

Him. It is his desire that we draw near to him.  “Draw near 

to God and he will draw near to you.” (James 4:8)  Our 

tendency, however, is to remain aloof from God as we seek 

personal autonomy.  Mortimer Adler said: “More 

consequences for thought and action follow affirmation or 

denial of God than from answering any other basic 

question. The whole tenor of human life is affected by 

whether men regard themselves as supreme beings in the 

                                                             
1
There  is one God, who is infinitely perfect,  existing eternally in three persons: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. Item #1-C&MA Statement of Faith 
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universe or acknowledge a superhuman being whom they 

conceive of as an object of fear or love, a force to be defied 

or a Lord to be obeyed.”
2
  Not only does whether we 

believe in God affect us, but also what we believe about 

God has profound affect. It is only in relationship with God 

that we can begin to discover our meaning and purpose for 

existence.  Perhaps this is why A.W. Tozer said: 
 

What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 

most important thing about us. The history of mankind will 

probably show that no people have ever risen above its 

religion, and man’s spiritual history will positively 

demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its 

idea of God. Worship is pure or base as the worshiper 

entertains high or low thoughts of God. 

For this reason the gravest question before the Church is 

always God Himself, and the most portentous fact about 

any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but 

what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like. We tend 

by a secret law of the soul to move toward our mental 

image of God. This is true not only of the individual 

Christian, but of the company of Christians that composes 

the Church. Always the most revealing thing about the 

Church is her idea of God.
3
 

 

Therefore, the main purpose of this first paper is to lay 

a foundation of rudimentary facts about God. It is valuable 

to be reminded of who he is, and to speak of him to each 

new generation. Israel was commended to teach their 

children so future generations would know and practice 

their faith:   
  

You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart 

and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your 

                                                             
2 Quoted by Paul Little, Know Why You Believe, Victor Books 1967,  p. 
156  
3
 –A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy (New York: HarperCollins, 1961), 1. 
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hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
19

You shall teach them to your children, talking of them 

when you are sitting in your house, and when you are 

walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 

rise. 
20

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 

and on your gates,    (Deuteronomy 11:18-20 ESV) 
 

The early church was exhorted in the practice of 

discipleship:  “What you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also.”  (2 Timothy 2:2 ESV) 
 

So, we now take opportunity to be reminded of many 

foundational truths of our faith.   
 

God is Holy (Set Apart)    
The following qualities indicate that God is God. These 

qualities are God’s alone for he is holy. He is great, awesome,  

above, and beyond all else.  These attributes reveal him as 

greater than man, greater than any principality, power or 

god.  The various attributes we will discuss in this section 

are all attributes that set God apart and that he shares with 

no one.   
 

The Meaning of God’s Holiness - The word holy has two 

nuances. By definition, we use it to speak of God as set 

apart; not comparable to any other. We also use it in refer-

ence to God’s majestic holiness: the holiness that brings 

about a sense of hush and awe. “You who are of purer eyes 

than to see evil and cannot look at wrong… (Habakkuk 1:13 

ESV)   It is that sense that caused Isaiah to despair of his 

guilt in the presence of the King of the Universe.  Isaiah 

experienced his holiness: 

 

 Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory! 
(Isaiah 6:3 ESV) 
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"Holiness describes the complete otherness of God's 

nature, which elicits both fear and attraction from 

humans…."
4
   

All the other attributes of God are unified in the 

holiness of God; and for that reason it has been called the 

attributes of attributes of God.   

 

God is One - The oneness of God is expressed in Shema,
5
  

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  

(Deuteronomy 6:4 ESV).   The emphasis is the truth that there 

is no other God besides the Lord God. There is only one 

true God. He alone is Lord. This is an expression of the 

completeness and sovereign nature of God.  Jehovah is the 

only God. This clause precludes polytheism, syncretism, or 

the reduction of God to a mere national deity. Interestingly, 

the expression that is used of the Lord here is a plural one.
6
 

That is, it can carry with it the idea of one comprised by 

more than one. This is similar to saying a football team or a 

baseball team. They are one comprised of several. This is 

reflected in Genesis: “Let us make man in our image.” God 

seeks to reveal his mysterious nature to man from the very 

beginning.  From our perspective this is incomprehensible.  

But should the finite expect to comprehend what is infinite, 

let alone God who is infinite?  

                                                             
4
 Terry Muck, Holiness, Dictionary of Christian Spirituality, George Scorgie gen. editor, 

Zondervan, 2011, p. 504. 
5 Pronounced   SHəˈmä 
6 "The word echad in Hebrew can imply a unity in diversity (the word for one 

and only one i.e., unique, is more often rendered yachid). For example, in 

Exodus 26:6 the various parts of the Tabernacle (mishkan) are to be constructed 
so that "it shall be one (echad) tabernacle." Ezekiel spoke of two "sticks" 

representing fragmented Israel) as being reunited into one: ' they shall be one 

(echad) stick in My hand (Ezek. 37:19). Moses also used echad in Genesis 2:24 

when he wrote, "And they (husband and wife will become one flesh (basar 
echad)."   http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Scripture/Torah/The_Shema/the_shema.html 
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God is Spirit - “God is spirit, and those who worship him 

must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24 ESV) God does 
not have a body like ours.  He is not flesh and bone or 

limited by a physical body.  We relate to God as spirit.  

 

These are the things that God has revealed to us 

through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of 

everything, even the depths of God. After all, the 

depths of a man can only be known by his own spirit, 

not by any man, and in the same way the depths of 

God can only be known by the Spirit of God. Now 

instead of the spirit of the world, we have received the 

Spirit that that comes from God…we are those who 

have the mind of Christ.  (1 Corinthians 2:10-12,16b). 

 

God has thus given us the path whereby we can relate 

with him: his Holy Spirit. 

 

God is Personal - We might wonder how this makes God 

great since humans are also personal.  But there are many 

who have described God as an impersonal power or force.  

Similar perspectives are found in Eastern religions.  Yet, 

the Bible teaches that God is personal.  He is someone with 

self-awareness, will, and emotion, with whom we can have 

a relationship. “…but let him who boasts boast in this, that 

he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who 

practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 

earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” 
(Jeremiah 9:24 ESV)   

“…fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am 

your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10 

ESV) 
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Application: The value of this first section is to know that 

God is both Lord of lords and someone with whom we can 

have a relationship. There are many reasons to have 

confidence in our relationship with Him.  
 

God’s Infinite Attributes 
We might think of God’s infinite attributes as his 

relationship to space and time.  While we are limited by 

both,  God is present everywhere all the time.  Thus he is 

completely unlimited by either space or time. This is 

expressed by his name “I am who I am” or “I AM: The 

Existing One.” Exodus 3:14 ESV &  English Trans. LXX. 

 

God is Infinite - God cannot be measured.  God cannot be 

contained in any sense that is comprehendible from our 

finite perspective. In Exodus 33:18-23 Moses asked God to 

reveal himself.  God's refusal came, among other reasons, 

because he knew it was not possible for Moses or any 

created being to comprehend God. The Bible says that for 

man to see God's face would result in death (Ex 33:20). 

Surely, there are many reasons why this would be the 

result, so God allowed Moses to observe only a small 

aspect of the evidence of his presence. One of Job's critics 

also has an accurate perspective of God's unfathomable 

nature: “Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you find 

out the limit of the Almighty? 
8
It is higher than heaven—what 

can you do? Deeper than Sheol—what can you know?  
9
Its 

measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea.”  

(Job 11:7-9 ESV) 
 

God is Eternal - The psalmist uses the most timeless thing 

we can relate to, the earth, as a means to bring home the 

reality of God’s existence outside of time. “Before the 

mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 

earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
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God.” (Psalm 90:2 ESV)  He is not confined by time either in 

longevity or placement.  He has no beginning.  He is not 

confined to any point in time.  The fact of his existence 

outside of time and space is also stated by both Moses and 

Isaiah:  

 

“The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath 

are the everlasting arms.” (Deuteronomy 33:27a  ESV)  

 

“For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who 

inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: ‘I dwell in the high 

and holy place...’”  (Isaiah 57:15 ESV) 

 

It is these kinds of statements about God that give 

greater ground for our faith.  If God was an invention of 

man we would have expected a being that we could better 

understand and comprehend.  It would be far easier to be 

able to place God into an explainable box. We have 

illustrations of this in the gods of mythology. Over and 

again they are given understandable human characteristics.  

We cannot comprehend much less explain a place outside 

of time and space, nor a being who dwells there.  We don’t 

even have language to properly talk about all this. The 

words of Isaiah above attempt to describe the, outside of 

human categories, dwelling place of God by the use of the 

word “eternity.”  We have no way to phrase or describe 

where an infinite, eternal God dwells.  How much easier it 

might be if we could neatly explain God.  But if we could, 

would such a being be worthy of our worship? 
 

God is Transcendent - God’s holiness and eternal nature 

also indicate his transcendence. Transcendence means 

independence from the material universe. God made the 

laws of nature but he is not subject to them.  He is set apart 

from dependence upon them. He transcends them.  He is 
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above and beyond his creation.  The Bible says: "But who 

is able to build a house for Him, for the heavens and the 

highest heavens cannot contain Him? So who am I, that I 

should build a house for Him, except to burn incense before 

Him?” (2 Chronicles 2:6)    Yet, importantly, he is imminent, 

which means that God is not remote from his creation. 

Rather he is omnipresent. He is currently present at every 

point in space and time. He is everywhere present to the 

material universe.  "’Can a man hide himself in hiding 

places so I do not see him?’ declares the LORD ‘Do I not 

fill the heavens and the earth?’ declares the LORD.”  

(Jeremiah 23:24 ESV) Imminence also means he is accessible to 

man.   “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me 

with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13 ESV)   
 

Application: For us this means that God is worthy of our 

adoration and worship.  It also means that since he is 

neither limited by time nor by location, he is always present 

to us.  
 

God is Perfect 
Because we live in a fallen world where all has been 

contaminated, we cannot imagine anything that is perfect.  

Yet God is perfect.   This is another truth about God which 

we must take by faith though we cannot understand or 

conceive it.  God is the matchless archetype of all that 

exists.  It is he who sets the standard for all reality. “You 

therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.”  (Matthew 5:4, ESV)  The pot does not impose its 

characteristics on the potter.  The movement is in the other 

direction.  This means among many other things that he is 

all-knowing, all good, completely holy, all loving, all 

powerful, and unchangeable.  He is complete, faultless and 

totally sufficient in every aspect of his being and ways. 

That perfection is made known in Jesus Christ, and is the 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Chronicles/2/6
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ultimate goal of the Christian life through the transforming 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

God is Unchangeable - It is not unusual for people to speak of 

the Old Testament God vs. the New Testament God as though 

they are two different beings, or evidence of God's evolution. 

God is not evolving.  God is unchangeable. This is expressed 

in several passages “from everlasting to everlasting you are 

God. (Psalm 90:2 ESV) 
  

“Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are 

the work of your hands. 
26

They will perish, but you will remain; 

they will all wear out like a garment. You will change them like 

a robe, and they will pass away, 
27

but you are the same, and your 

years have no end.”   (Psalm 102:25-27 ESV) 

 

“The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his 

heart to all generations.”           (Psalm 33:11 ESV) 

 

“For I the LORD do not change…”         (Malachi 3:6 ESV) 
 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation 

or shadow due to change.”         (James 1:17 ESV) 
 

Application: These truths about God mean that we are 

relating to one who has both the means and character 

worthy of our complete trust.   
 

God is Self-Existent - God is uncreated.  This means that 

God is the first cause.  He is the cause before all causes; the 

uncaused cause of all that is. He relies on only himself for 

existence. "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even 

so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself...”   (John 

5:26 ESV)   As with all of God’s attributes this is another that 

is beyond our comprehension.  Our mindset is to look for a 

cause.  Everything in our material world has a cause.  We 
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tend to think in an endless chain of causes.  Yet, God is the 

ultimate, only first cause. 

 

God is the Sovereign Over All 
 We desire to have those who have authority over us to 

be knowledgeable and to use that knowledge for our 

benefit. As ruler over all we are assured that God doesn’t 

merely know a lot of information.  He knows all.  Not only 

does he know all but he has wisdom and power to use the 

information for the ultimate benefit of his children.  
 

God is Omniscient - God is all knowing. To give 

perspective on the extent of God’s awareness, Jesus let us 

know that "the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”  

(Matthew 10:30 NASB).  We do not know such information 

about ourselves, let alone everyone in the world.  There are 

so many ways God’s vast understanding can be illustrated 

and emphasized.  We may think of all the books that exist 

in the world today in various languages.  We cannot have 

read, much less know, the vast amount of information they 

contain.  But God knows all this and immeasurably more. 

This is reassuring since we can have confidence that no 

situation escapes his notice.  There is no event or 

circumstance potentially affecting our life that he is not 

already aware of.  When we trust him and set our heart on 

him in the midst of all circumstances it brings great relief.  

We need consultants; in fact the Bible tells us it is wise 

to seek counsel.  But God needs no counsel: “Who has 

measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him 

his counsel? 
14

Whom did he consult, and who made him 

understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught 

him knowledge, and showed him the way of 

understanding.” (Isaiah 40:13-14 ESV)  Our understanding is 

limited and askew. As fallen imperfect people what we call 
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good, is as likely to be ultimately bad.  What we think is 

bad, may in fact be good.   We would not have come up 

with God’s plan in Christ; “but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”        
(1 Corinthians 1:24-25 ESV) 

 

God is Omnipotent - There is nothing that is beyond 

God’s power.  It is important for us to know that God has 

the power to carry out his will.  Throughout scripture God 

has demonstrated his power. We may think of his creative 

acts in Genesis where mere words brought into existence 

all that is.  We may look to Exodus as he delivers the nation 

of Israel from the hand of Pharaoh by his great power. 

Jesus testified to God’s power in Matthew when he said, 

“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.”  (Matthew 19:26 ESV) 

 All of these speak of God’s sufficiency to care for 

us and his worthiness of our praise, adoration and worship. 
 

God’s Moral Attributes are those attributes which are also 

reflected to a small degree in man.  When the Bible speaks 

of man being made in God’s image these are in part what 

makes the image.   

Paul Little says, “It is not enough to know merely that 

God exists; it is desperately important to know about God’s 

moral nature. Suppose we knew God existed, but thought 

he was like Adolf Hitler. What a horrible idea to contem-

plate, and what a heinous existence we would have.
7
  

 

God’s moral perfection is seen in passages such as “Good 

and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the 

                                                             
7
 Paul Little, Know What You Believe, IVP, Downers Grove, IL, 2003, p. 41. 
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way.”
8
 (Psalm 25:8) Other aspects of his moral perfection are 

love, mercy, and justice. 
 

God is Love - There are those who wonder whether God is 

a loving God.  They ask, “How could a loving God allow 

pain to enter the lives of those he loves?” Yet, our ability to 

even have the value of love to ask such a question depends 

upon us having a definition of love that could only come 

from the loving God described in passages like:  “Anyone 

who does not love does not know God, because God is 

love.”    (1 John 4:8 ESV) God is the author and measure of 

love.  He is the model of love.   
 

I in them and you in me, that they may become 

perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 

sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, 

I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may 

be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have 

given me because you loved me before the foundation 

of the world. O righteous Father, even though the 

world does not know you, I know you, and these know 

that you have sent me. I made known to them your 

name, and I will continue to make it known, that the 

love with which you have loved me may be in them, 

and I in them.    (John 17:23-26 ESV)  
  

God’s love is described in 1 Corinthians 13 and 

demonstrated over and over again throughout the Bible and 

particularly in the life of Jesus.  The Greek word used is 

agape, which is an unconditional, even unreciprocated 

love.  God loves even when not loved back.  God loves 

even when we do not deserve it.  The original love 

                                                             
8
 See also Ex 33:19; Ps 18:25-26; Ps 92:15; Isa 26:7; Mk 10:18 pp Lk 18:19 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exod%2033:19
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2018:25-Ps%2018:26
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2092:15
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2026:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010:18
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018:19
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relationship exists within the Godhead. Out of that 

relationship flows creation.   

It is through God’s love that we experience 

transformation. As C.S. Lewis said, “The Christian does 

not think God will love us because we are good, but that 

God will make us good because He loves us.”
9
 

 

God is Gracious and Merciful - Some hold a belief that 

the God of the Old Testament is harsh and judgmental, 

while the God of the New Testament is gracious and 

loving.  Yet Old Testament passages like this one in the 

Psalms shatter that conception: “The LORD is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  
9 
The LORD 

is good to all;   he has compassion on all he has made.”  

Psalm 145:8-9  God has always been gracious and 

compassionate.  It is our growth in understanding which 

allows us to discover this fact.  These qualities are meant to 

be a part of who we are.  We reflect God’s image as we 

demonstrate grace and mercy to those who have wronged 

us or failed in some way.   
 

God is Just - As in the other areas of our discussion, God 

is the template of justice.  We would have no concept of 

justice, or right or wrong except that God has shown us. 

God demonstrates justice time and again throughout his 

word.   “But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and 

the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness.”  (Isaiah 

5:16 ESV) God calls for justice among the people of the 

earth. “But let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”  (Amos 5:24 ESV)   
 

Man’s view of god – or gods – as seen in the descriptions of 

many of the pagan deities, was that they were capricious or evil 

in their dealings with man. But God’s character is such that he is 

                                                             
9 C.S Lewis, Mere Christianity, Macmillan, Pub. NY. 1977. p.64 
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worthy of our trust. He brings not fear, but opportunity to trust 

and rest in him. 

 

Conclusion 
When we consider the world in which we live, the 

bodies which we inhabit and the universe that stretches 

beyond our comprehension, the God described in the Bible 

is the only sort of God that adequately answers the 

questions elicited by our observations of this universe. It is 

reassuring to know that he has also revealed in his word 

that he is not merely some force in the universe, but a 

sentient being with whom we can have meaningful 

relationship.  He is a person who welcomes us into his 

presence.  He loves us so much that he made the ultimate 

sacrifice so that we could enter into relationship with him 

through Jesus Christ.  Such a being is worthy of our 

worship.   
 
 
   
These materials were created and compiled by Rev. Bruce A. Overstreet, 
D.Min., for training in the C&MA Statement of Faith. 


